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Further Reading on Geography on China 

 Geography and the Early Settlement of China 
How did geography affect life in ancient China? 
 
 The Living Geography of China 
Author(s): MIKE MORRISH 
Source: Geography, Vol. 82, No. 1 (January 1997), 
 pp. 3-16 
Published by: Geographical Association 
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/40572861 
Accessed: 17-09-2017 13:41 UTC 
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 A Preliminary Review of Research on the 
Physiographic Regionalisation of China 

Author(s): S. X. Ni 

Source: Area, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Mar., 1985), pp. 19-24 

Published by: The Royal Geographical Society (with 
 the Institute of British Geographers) 

Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20002115 

Accessed: 17-09-2017 14:44 UTC 
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Part 1: 

 

MAP OF CHINA 
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China 

Journey of Rock and Water 
 

One of the most dramatic collisions in the 

geologic annals (a record of events, especially a yearly record) 

of Earth transformed the land that is 

China. India's tectonic crash into Eurasia 

starting 35 million years ago raised the 

Himalaya, crowned by Mount  
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Everest on the China-Nepal border, 

and lifted the Plateau of Tibet, the 

world's highest. The new elevations 

shifted climate patterns, creating 

deserts to the north and drenching 

southeast China with monsoon rains. 

From the Plateau's glaciers, China's 

lifeline rivers - the Yangtze 
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and the Yellow - journey east to the sea 

through progressively lower but still rugged 

elevations. In the east, on plains of river-

borne soil and land bounded by 

weathered ranges, China became, about 

6500 B.C, one of the first regions to 

domesticate crops and animals, 

sustaining a population that has grown 

into Earth's largest. 
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National Boundaries 
 

The People's Republic of China is the 
world's fourth largest country, only 
slightly smaller than the United States. Its 
borders expanding and contracting over 
millennia, China reached roughly its 
current shape in the 18th century, during 
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the Qing dynasty. The scoop of its 

northern border marked the last 

major change to the country's 

outline, when Mongolia became 

independent in 1924. China shares 

boundaries with 14 countries along its 

perimeter of some 13,740 miles. Only 

Russia counts as many neighbors. 

Though China and India have 
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recently forged stronger economic ties,  
their border remains contentious at  
several points. China claims as territory a 
stretch of land in northeast India, east  
of Bhutan1 1.1 , but does not occupy it.  
This disputes dates from 1914, when the 
border, called the McMahon Line2, was 
drawn in a treaty between Tibet and the  
 

1-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhutan%E2%80%93China_relations,  http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-42834609 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McMahon_Line 
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British colonial government of India. China 
did not recognize Tibet's 1913 claim to 
independence, so it has never considered 
the treaty legal. China also claims but does 
not occupy two small sections along the 
western Himalaya border with India. In turn, 
India claims the Kashmir Region of Aksai 
Chin3, which China firmly occupies. 

3-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksai_Chin 
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The Roof of the World 
 

The Himalaya4 reached its status as 
the world's tallest range about 20 
million years ago and still rises half 
an inch a year as the Indian 

landmass continues to push north.  

4- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas 
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The plateau of Tibet5, at an 

average elevation of 13,000 feet, 

is scattered with mountains that 

top 20,000 feet. Permafrost 

(frozen subsoil) regions cover over half its 

surface; much of the plateau is 

protected for wildlife. 

5- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibetan_Plateau 
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Deserts 
 

The fabled Silk Road divided around 

the towering dunes of the 

Taklimakan6 Desert, which dominates 

a basin shaped 250 million years ago 

as Eurasia was pieced together. Its 

southern edge holds 

6- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taklamakan_Desert 
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oases like Hotan, renowned for 

jade washed down from the 

Kunlun Mountains. Eastward, 

expanses of rock and salt 

marshes mark the Gobi7, a 

Mongolian word for desert. 

7-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gobi_Desert 
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Loess Plateau8 

 
The Yellow River's name reflects the 

color of dust that blows east from the 

desert and creates a fine soil called 

loess. Deposites as thick as the 

thousand feet from the fertile but 

unstable gullied by erosion8. 

8-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loess_Plateau 
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Farmers from the pre-historic to 

the present have carved home 

into loess hillsides, vulnerable to 

quakes that, across China, killed 

millions in the past century. 
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Karst Landscape 
 

Traditional Chinese landscape 

painters found a muse 

(to think or meditate in silence) in regions like 

Guilin9, where haunting karst10 

peaks line rivers like dragon 

teeth. On land that emerged 

  9- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guilin 
10-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karst 
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from the sea 215 million years 

ago, eons of uplift and erosion 

etched limestone into serrated 

hills, stone forests, and caverns.  

To the southwest, rivers plugging 

off the Plateau of Tibet  

carve spectacular gorges 
(a narrow cleft with steep, rocky walls, especially one through  
which astream runs.). 
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Sichuan Basin/Southeast 
 
Ringed by mountains raised by a 

series of tectonic collisions (phenomenon of 

the plate tectonics of Earth that occurs at convergent boundaries.), 

the Sichuan Basin11 is drained by Asia's 

longest river, the Yangtze. China's 

southeastern checkerboard of 

 
11-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sichuan_Basin 
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worn granite mountains and 

basins took shape 140 to 65 

million years ago as tectonic 

plates pushed land together to 

form southeastern Asia. Taiwan's 

mountains, on an active 

tectonic boundary, are still 

growing. 
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North China Plain 
 

The fertility of this alluvial 

(unconsolidated soil) flatland layers of silt 

deposited thousands of feet deep 

by the Yellow River and its 
(tributaries(a stream that flows to a larger stream or other 

 body of water) powered the rise of 

China's first dynasty 4,000 years 

ago.  
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Connecting the realms of the 

Yellow and the Yangtze in the 

south, the Grand Canal12, the 

world's longest at more than 

thousand miles, was built in 

stages starting in the fourth 

century B.C. 

12- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Canal_(China) 
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Boreal Treasures 

 
Northeastern mountain ranges hold 

China's largest virgin evergreen forests 

and shelter endangered Siberian13 

tigers. Eroding mountain sediments 

created the fertile, heavily farmed 

Northeast China Plain.  

13-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siberia 
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Near Wudalianchi14, in Heilongjiang 
Province, crater lakes15 fill 5 of the 14 
cones of a 200 square mile volcano16 
field, which last saw an eruption in the 
mid-1700s. 

14- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wudalianchi 
15- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crater_lake 
16- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volcanic_cone 
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Part 2: 

 
CHAPTER ON GEOGRAPHY  

BY Barry Naughton 
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Part 3: 
 

 

 

Presentation by Tatheer Sherazi 

at Raphah 3 days Course 
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Geography of China  

29/1/2018 
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National Geographic Map  
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COUNTRY PROFILE 

Total Area: 9.5 million sq Kms (4th)  

Total Population: 1.3 Billion (1st) 

GDP :$ 20.853 Trillion (2016 est) 

GDP per Capita: $ 15,095 (2016 est) 
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Political Geography  

22 ,4,5,2,1 

Provinces 

Municipalities 

Autonomous regions  

Special Administrative Regions 
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North Western 
• Pop:  97 Mn 

South West 
• Pop:  193 Mn 

South Central 
• Pop:  384 Mn 

East 
• Pop:  393 Mn 

North 
•Pop:  164 Mn 

ADMINISTRATIVE ZONES OF CHINA 

North Eastern 
•Pop:  109 Mn 
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North 
(5, 164 million) 
 

Northeast 
( 3, 109 million) 

Northwest 
(5, 97 million) 
 

 East 
(7, 393 million) 
 

South Central 
(7, 384 Million)  

South West 
( 5, 193 million) 
 

1. Beijing 
Municipality 

2. Tianjin 
Municipality 

3. Hebei 
4. Shanxi 
5. Inner 

Mongolia 

1. Heilongjiang 
2.  Jilin 
3.  Liaoning 
 

1. Shaanxi 
2. Gansu 
3. Qinghai 
4. Ningxia Hui AR 
5. Xinjiang AR 
 

1. Shanghai 
2. Jiangsu 
3. Zhejiang 
4. Anhui 
5. Fujian 
6. Jiangxi 
7. Shandong 
 

1. Henan 
2. Hubei 
3. Hunan 
4. Guangdong 
5. Hainan 
6. Guangxi AR 
7. Hong kong & 

Macau SAR 
 

1. Chingqing 
2. Sichuan 
3. Guizhou 
4. Yunnan 
5. Tibet AR 
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•Heilongjiang 
• Jilin 
• Liaoning 

•Beijing Municipality 
•Tianjin Municipality 
•Hebei 
•Shanxi 
•Inner Mongolia  

•Shaanxi 
•Gansu 
•Qinghai 
•Ningxia Hui AR 
•Xinjiang AR 

•Chingqing 
•Sichuan 
•Guizhou 
•Yunnan 
•Tibet AR 

•Henan 
•Hubei 
•Hunan 
•Guangdong 
•Hainan 
•Guangxi AR 
•Hong kong & 
Macau SAR 

•Shanghai 
•Jiangsu 
•Zhejiang 
•Anhui 
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•Jiangxi 
•Shandong 

North Eastern 
•Pop:  109 Mn 

North Western 
• Pop:  97 Mn 

South West 
• Pop:  193 Mn 

South Central 
• Pop:  384 Mn 

East 
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North 
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China and the World  
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Surrounding Nations  
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Major Rivers  
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Mountains and Deserts  
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Agricultural Regions and Crops 
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Historical Borders of China 

Understanding China for Pakistanis: Lectures on GEOGRAPHY 

by Dr Ijaz Shafi Gilani, (September 27, 2018) 



Page 78 

Great Ancient developments of China: 
the Great wall and the Grand canal  
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Activity about Geography 
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